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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR-12 ISO-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 

PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAM-01 10-10 L-03 /077 W 

014013 

PR251015Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6820 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMCONSUL CASABALNCA 
AMCONSUL TANGIER 
USMISSION USUN 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON 

SECRETRABAT5170 

USCINCEUR AND CINCUSNAVEUR ALSO EOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, SP, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA: COMMENTS OF MOROCCAN MINISTER 
REE: RABAT 5169 

1 . ON OCT 23 I ACCOMPANIED ASST SECY ATHERTON ON 
COURTESY CALL ON GOM MINISTER OF COOPERATION MOHAMMED 
BENHIMA. GENHIMA IS ONE OF MOST SENIOR MINISTERS AND 

HAS SERVED AS ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER RECENTLY DURING 
LARAKI'S ABSENCES. 

2. BENHIMA CHOSE TO TALK AS THOUGH HE WERE ACTING 
SECRET 
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FONMIN. HE SAID IT WAS PROBABLE THAT MOROCCO 
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WOULD MAKE RAPID PROGRESS IN WORKING OUT UNDERSTANDING 
WITH SPAIN. EVEN SO, HE SAID, MARCH WOULD HAVE TO 
PROCEED, BUT IT COULD POSSIBLY BE REDUCED TO "SYMBOLIC" 
AEFAIR INVOLVING PERHAPS 25 PEOPLE EROM EACH MOROCCAN 
PROVINCE. HE IMPLIED THAT THE REST OE THE ASSEMBLED 
MARCHERS WOULD STAY ON THE MOROCCAN SIDE OE THE BORDER 
AND REJOICE THERE. 

3. COMMENT: BENHIMA ALSO TOLD US THAT DECISION EOR 
MARCH WAS MADE IN EARLY OCTOBER AND KNOWN ONLY TO A 
HANDEUL OF PEOPLE (OE WHOM HE WAS ONE) WHO TOOK SPECIAL 
OATH OE SECRECY. IT MAY BE SURMISED THEREFORE THAT HE 
MADE ABOVE REMARKS WITH CONSIDERABLE AUTHORITY. 
NEUMANN 
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NNN 
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